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PROCEEDINGS 

or 

THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. 

[Issued June 14th, 1867.] 



SESSION 1866-67 

Seventh Meeting, 25th February, 1867. 

Sie RODERICK I. MURCHISON, Bart., k.c.b., President, 
in the Chair. 

Presentations. — The Rev. Pierce Butler; Alexander F. Low, Esq.; 
Henri L. Bischoffsheim, Esq. 

Elections, — Henri Louis Bischoffsheim, Esq. ; Dr. I). Brandis, f.l.s. ; 
T. W. Forsyth, Esq., c.b. (Bengal Civil Service); Jones Lamprey, Esq., 
m.d. (67th Eegt.) ; Rev. Samuel Martin Mayhew ; Colonel the Right Hon. 
Lord Seaton ; Edward Thornton, Esq., C.B. 

Accessions to the Library since the last Meeting. Donations. — 
'North American Rock-writing and other Aboriginal Modes of 
Recording and Transmitting Thought.' By Thomas Ewbank. 
Donor, A. Petrie, Esq. f.r.g.s. 'Reisen durch Siid Amerika.' Donor 
and Author, J. J. von Tschudi. ' Vallesise et Alpium Descriptio.' By 
Josiae Limleri. Donor, S. M. Drach, Esq., f.r.g.s. 'Guide to Aus- 
tralia.' 1863. Donor and Author, S. W. Silver, Esq., f.r.g.s. 'Night 
Records of a Journey to Jesso, by a Japanese Traveller in 1861.' 
3 vols. ' History of Chinese Geography.' 32 vols. 'The Yellow 
River.' 7 vols. ' Chinese Dictionaries,' &c. 5 vols. ' Japanese 
Illustrations of the People of Jesso,' &c. Photographs of Chinese 
Scenery, People, &c. Map of China. Road Maps, &c. All by Dr. J. 
Lamprey, 67th Regt. 1 7 Vols, and Pamphlets from Christiania, of 
Reports of Learned Societies, Statistics, &c. Collection of Original 
Drawings of a Journey in Australia. By Dr. P. Mueller. Pre- 
sented by Sir R. Murchison. Elementary Treatise on ' Quartz and 
Opal,' including their Varieties. Donor and Author, George William 

VOL. XI. I 



100 EXPLORATION OF THE AQUIRY, [Feb. 25, 1867. 

Traille, f.g.s.E. Eeport on the Irrigation of Eastern Spain. Donor 
and Author, Clements E. Markham, f.s.a. 

Accessions to Map-eoom since the last Meeting. — One sheet 
of Topographical Survey of Sweden : Nykopings Lan. Pre- 
sented by Major-General J. A. Hazelius, Chief of the Koyal 
Topographical Corps of Sweden. Natal : a Map of the Zulu and 
Adjacent Country. Presented by Capt. Walmsley, f.e.g.s. Map of 
the Eepublic of Paraguay and Provinces of Corrientes and Entre 
Eios. Presented by T. I. Hutchinson, f.e.g.s., British Consul at 
Eosario. 3 sheets of the Geological Map of Sweden. Presented 
by Professor A. Erdmann, Chief of Geological Survey of Sweden. 
France : Carte Hydrologiqne du Departement de la Seine. Pre- 
sented by M. Delesse, Professor of Geology and Engineer to School 
of Mines, Paris. Switzerland : 9 sheets of Dufour's Atlas, corrected 
tip to 1866. Presented by the Federal Government. 

The following Papers were read : — 

1, An Exploration of the River Aquiry, an Affluent of the Purus. By 
W. Chandless, Esq., m.a., Gold Medallist of the Koyal Geo- 
graphical Society. 

The Author began by recapitulating the chief points of interest in 
his narrative of the Exploration of the Purus in 1864-6, which was 
read last Session before the Society, whilst he was on his second 
journey (in 1865-6) up the river to examine its chief affluent the 
Aquiry. For the first fifty miles the Purus is a fine broad river, in 
parts broad and straight enough to give a fair water-horizon. 
Above this begin the numerous abrupt windings that add so 
much to its length. This unexpected tortuousness has thrown 
wrong most calculations about the Purus made from information 
obtained on the Amazons ; thus Count de Castelnau estimates that 
the mouth of a certain affluent of the river must be at least as far 
south as 12°, that is more than 8 deg. of latitude from the Amazons ; 
but it is really in latitude 7° 48', or only 4 deg. south of the main 
river. There are very few settlers on the Purus ; the one furthest 
from its mouth — about 250 miles— being an intelligent enterprising 
man who has begun to make a plantation of india-rubber trees, but 
he complained that the macaws bite off and drop down the unripe 
seeds of all the trees in the neighbourhood, so that it was difficult 
to get good seeds. The Indian tribes of the river are, in ascending, 
first, the Muras, who thinly people its banks for 250 or 300 miles ; 
second, the Puru-purus, or Pammarys, essentially a water-side 
tribe, unwarlike and good-humoured ; third, the Hypurinas, a grave 



